
  

KNOXFIELD

The proposed Knoxfield site will become  
a vibrant community with a diverse range 
of new housing and useable open  
spaces that are integrated with the 
surrounding neighbourhood. 

PROJECT 
OVERVIEW

Development Victoria’s projects increase housing diversity near 
jobs, transport and services; create cultural, recreational and 
civic facilities; and activate urban and regional precincts to create 
jobs and stimulate economic activity. To help meet the needs of 
Victoria’s growing population, Development Victoria is providing a 
range of affordable housing at its new residential projects. 

Development Victoria has acquired the 19.2ha development site 
at the corner of Burwood Highway and Scoresby Road which 
was formerly a horticultural research facility. The site offers an 
excellent opportunity to deliver new homes, open spaces and 
recreational areas and a mixed-use area with potential for small 
retail and community spaces.
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PLANNING APPROVALS AND PROCESS

In late 2018 the Minister for Planning rezoned the site to a Comprehensive 
Development Zone (CDZ) C160, to support the development of a new community  
in the heart of Knox. The rezoning process was led by the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP). The CDZ specifies the types  
of uses for the site, subdivision and planning permit processes and applies  
a new Comprehensive Development Plan (CDP) to the site. 

The Comprehensive Development Plan provides the vision, objectives and guiding 
principles for land use and development of this important site. 

WHAT DOES AFFORDABLE HOUSING MEAN FOR KNOXFIELD
Victoria has a housing affordability crisis. There is an urgent need to provide  
more affordable and diverse housing across the state, and Development Victoria 
is playing a role in delivering solutions. The Knoxfield site will deliver a minimum 
of 10% affordable housing. This may include:

Affordable by Design – Making homes affordable by efficient design and delivery  
of dwellings. 

Affordable Ownership and Rental - Making housing affordable for purchase or 
rental by moderate income earners, young families, those looking to downsize 
and key workers who may all be struggling to break into the housing market. 

Affordable Living – Reducing household living costs over the duration of 
occupancy by incorporating key sustainable principles. 

 

Single household with an income of around $62,000  

Couple household with a combined income of $93,000 

Family household with one child with a combined income of $130,870 

Examples of moderate household incomes that may require affordable housing 

Source: Victorian Planning and Environment Act 1987
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TIMELINE Late 2018 Rezoning Site rezoned to Comprehensive Development Zone (CDZ)

Mid 2019 Focus group
Four focus groups were held to understand the community’s needs  
and wants for Knoxfield

Late 2019
Community  
engagement  

Understand the community’s views and aspirations for the site

Early 2020 Masterplan  
development

Progress will be made on the site masterplan incorporating 
community feedback

Early 2020 Community  
Reference Group

A Community Reference Group (CRG) will be established to help 
Development Victoria engage meaningfully with the community and 
deliver a great outcome for the site. Nominations for the CRG will be 
open to the community via an Expression of Interest process. More 
information will be provided in the coming months. 

Early 2020 Community  
engagement Seeking feedback on the initial master plan for the site

Mid 2020 Subdivision  
lodgement

A subdivision permit to be lodged with Knox City Council subject to a 
range of approvals

Mid 2020 Community  
engagement

Community engagement will be held to outline next steps for  
the project

Late 2020 Civil construction works Commence civil construction works subject to a range of approvals

WE ARE  HERE
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Community engagement is an  
important part of the Knoxfield site  
master planning and there will be a  
number of opportunities for the  
community to provide feedback  
and meet with the project team

Development Victoria has established 
a dedicated Knoxfield 1800 number 
which is available throughout this 
process during weekday business 
hours. Get in touch to ask questions 
and provide feedback: 1800 659 116 



  

KNOXFIELD

PUBLIC OPEN  
SPACE AND  
MIXED USE ZONE
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A new community will be built on sustainability 
principles, providing a diverse range of housing, 
open spaces and recreational facilities and a 
mixed-use area to deliver services to residents 
and the wider community.

What are your ideas for 

new public open spaces?What does the 
community need in  
the mixed use area?

What should be 

included in the 

recreational areas?
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THE FUTURE  
WETLANDS
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Development Victoria has a proven track 
record of delivering enhanced waterbodies 
which are now home to a range of flora 
and fauna including the endangered  
Blue-billed duck.

The Comprehensive Development Zone (CDZ) specifies 
that Development Victoria must provide water drainage 
and retardation, public open space and provisions for the 
enhancement of flora and fauna in the area marked WDRP. 

WDRP relates to the man-made dam at the north of the site 
which was used as part of the horticultural research facility. 
The dam is fully fenced and is not accessible to the community 
as it poses a high safety risk. A recent assessment by expert 
hydrologists determined the dam is:

• Structurally unsound and at risk of collapse

• Does not provide for stormwater treatment and  
water retardation

• Is very deep with steep banks

• Does not provide breeding habitat for the endangered  
Blue-billed duck.

To meet the requirements of the CDZ, Development Victoria  
will deliver an improved wetland area that the existing and  
new community can enjoy. Early designs seek to: 

• Provide enhanced habitat for the endangered Blue-billed  
duck through targeted planting 

• Provide a range of settling, sediment and water retention  
ponds to treat stormwater

• Mitigate flooding and protect Blind Creek 

• Deliver works through a staged approach to minimise 
impacts on local habitat, which will be guided by  
technical experts. 

This will result in a better overall environmental outcome for 
residents of the area and improve the health of local waterways, 
including Blind Creek. 

Should the wetland 
be accessible through 
walkways and seating? 

Should community 
access be limited to 
protect habitat? 

What is important  

to you when visiting  

a wetland?

Examples of well established wetlands delivered by Development Victoria at a number of residential sites. The 
waterbodies are integrated seamlessly into the community and provide exceptional habitat for flora and fauna. 

Cairnlea Aspect

Riverwalk



What is important to you  

in your local community?   

What would you like to 

see in the next round of 

community engagement?   

Were your questions 

answered today?  

PLACE  

FEEDBACK  

STICKERS  

IN THE  

SQUARES

How do you feel about the 

proposed development?General  
Feedback
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