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Preface 

Development Victoria is shaping the way Victorians live. We develop and revitalise public buildings 

and land to create spaces and homes that help make Victoria a great place to live.  

We do this by seeking out opportunities to increase housing diversity near jobs, transport and 

services. We manage projects to create cultural, recreational and civic facilities that enrich our 

communities. We also revitalise major activity centres and urban precincts to stimulate economic 

activity and create jobs. 

Development Victoria is currently delivering projects of state significance, including the Melbourne 

Park and State Library Victoria redevelopments. Our residential developments provide a diverse 

range of housing options for Victorians.  

With Victoria’s population set to hit 10 million by 2050 and demand for housing an issue for many 

Victorians, Development Victoria will help to meet the needs of our growing population.  
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Executive summary 

430 Blackshaws Road Altona North, was formerly owned by the Department of Education and 

Training (DET). Following closure and demolition of the Altona Gate Primary School, the site has 

been declared surplus to requirement. 

The site was rezoned from Public Use to Residential Growth through the government’s fast track 

process in January 2017 by DET. 

Development Victoria proposes to develop the site to include 127 townhouses of between two and 

three storeys with approximately 13% of the area being dedicated to accessible open space. A mix of 

product will include two and three-bedroom townhouses with some multigenerational homes and all 

residential parking to be contained off-street. While the site is zoned for Residential Growth, 

Development Victoria’s proposal is based on the lower heights and densities associated with General 

Residential zoning. 

The site provides an opportunity for Development Victoria to deliver a residential development to offer 

diversified housing and additional resources including increased open space for the community.  

Development Victoria undertook community engagement between 8 and 26 May 2017 to inform the 

community about the proposed development and to ensure that all potential risks to the project are 

understood and addressed. 

Engagement featured an information campaign based around two community information sessions 

supported by online information, social media and newspaper advertising, a letterbox drop and 

briefings to Hobsons Bay councillors and executive. 

The information sessions were attended by 27 community members with additional activity on the 

project’s Facebook post. No emails were received. 

Key issues raised by the community included:  

  Concern about the impact of additional traffic on surrounding streets and street parking 

  Interest in/support for multi-generational housing options 

  Concern for retention of street trees, and 

  Concerns regarding overshadowing.  

 

Development Victoria provided responses to these issues.  Overall, there were no major concerns 

raised. 
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Engagement objectives 

The community engagement plan was designed to support Development Victoria’s Development Plan 

application to Hobsons Bay Council as part of a process to ensure that all risks and opportunities 

were identified and managed (where possible) before the application was submitted. 

Key objectives were to: 

1. Inform stakeholders and the community about the project and the opportunity to engage 

The plan aimed to ensure that relevant stakeholders and community members were provided with or 

able to access information about the project. 

2. Understand reactions and implications or consequences of the proposal 

The plan aimed to understand the views of affected stakeholders and community members. 

3. Improve the quality of the plan 

Ensure that the proposal reflected local priorities and concerns.  

4. Enhance Development Victoria's reputation and create support among key stakeholders for its 
licence to operate 

Development Victoria has a new mandate to deliver property and precinct development projects to 

meet government’s policy objectives. Part of achieving this is through a commitment to sound, proper, 

and responsive engagement, and design processes.  

Scope for public participation 

Due to the nature of the site and the commercial outcomes required, there was relatively limited 

scope for public participation. Development Victoria "informed" according to the IAP2 spectrum, 

whereby it aimed to ‘provide the public with balanced and objective information to assist them in 

understanding the problem, alternatives, opportunities and/or solutions’.  

Negotiables Not-negotiable 

Open space landscaping 
Quantity of houses 

 
Heights/setbacks 

 
Open space quantum 
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Engagement outline 

Engagement activities featured two community information sessions supported by online copy, 

letterbox drops, Facebook advertising and adverts in the local press. Councillors and executive staff 

of Hobsons Bay council were briefed beforehand. 

Date Activity 

8 May 2017 Letterbox drop 

10 May 2017 Webpage/email launched 

http://www.development.vic.gov.au/residential-projects/blackshaws-

road 

10 May 2017 Newspaper advertisement in Maribyrnong Star Weekly 

13-16 May 2017 Facebook advertising 

17 March Council/exec briefing 

17 March Community info session #1 

20 March Community info session # 2 

 

The engagement approach was informed both by the low level of negotiable elements in the proposal 

and the extremely low level of response to the rezoning consultation undertaken by DET in 2016. The 

rezoning exhibition attracted only two submissions. One from council and one from the LGA. 

The letterbox drop reached over 500 households in surrounding streets and the promoted Facebook 

post was seen by 348 viewers, with an overall post reach within Altona and surrounding suburbs of 

8,295. This promotion was supported by an advertisement in the Maribyrnong Star Weekly and 

generated a small media article in the same paper. 

The Blackshaws Road webpage http://www.development.vic.gov.au/residential-projects/blackshaws-

road had a total of 1,609 page views and 1,297 sessions (visits where users are actively engaged 

with the webpage – links/dynamic content) for the period 10-30 May 2017. 

No feedback was received by mail or email in response to advertising or after the community 

information sessions.  

The Facebook post attracted 43 comments, 30 likes, 2 Wows and 2 Angry as well as 19 Shares. Of 

the 43 comments, the response was mixed. The majority of comments included users tagging each 

other and some negative comments referring to higher densities, excessive profits and increased 

traffic. 

 

http://www.development.vic.gov.au/residential-projects/blackshaws-road
http://www.development.vic.gov.au/residential-projects/blackshaws-road
http://www.development.vic.gov.au/residential-projects/blackshaws-road
http://www.development.vic.gov.au/residential-projects/blackshaws-road
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The information sessions on the 17 and 20 March were attended by seven and twenty community 

members respectively, who took the opportunity to discuss aspects of the design and their views on 

the wider impact of the project with project delivery staff and architects. 

Themes emerging from the information sessions and Facebook feedback included: 

 Preference/queries about open space with some preference for additional open space 

 Queries about school closure and possible future use of site for school purposes (specifically, 
expansion of St Pauls) 

 Queries about use of the site for hospital/healthcare purposes 

 Concerns regarding overshadowing 

 Concern for retention of street trees 

 Positive commentary regarding off-street parking and provision of open space 

 Preference for additional open space on streets abutting development 

 Concern about the impact of additional traffic on surrounding streets and street parking 

 Positive comments about the potential to attract more families and children into the area 

 Interest in/support for multi-generational housing options 

 Interest in purchasing/queries about purchasing process. 

 

The attendance of the project delivery team and architects allowed DV to provide responses to all 

queries arising, including: 

 The proposal includes 13% accessible open space and additional private open space. It was 
highlighted that the accessible space allowance is substantially more than the minimum required by 
the planning scheme. 

 The site is no longer deemed suitable for education purposes and has been disposed of by DET 
(Referred to VSBA website for information on schools development in area). 

 The site is not zoned for hospital/healthcare purposes. 

 All overshadowing is contained within the site. The tallest buildings will be three storeys and kept to 
the centre of the site with lower buildings at street frontage. 

 Street trees will be retained where possible and additional landscaping will bring new vegetation to 
the site. 

 All resident parking will be contained on-site.  

 Crossovers into the site will be minimised (three only) and green/vegetated street frontage 
maintained. 

 A traffic study has been undertaken that indicates that the surrounding road network can 
accommodate additional traffic. 

 The product is designed to attract owner occupiers (as opposed to investors) through provision of 
assets such as parking and higher standard finishes. 
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Next steps  

The feedback received from the Altona North community, such as increased traffic concerns, open 

space and retention of trees will be used to finalise the Development Plan.  

The next steps include the submission of a Development Plan to Hobsons Bay Council.  
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Letter to residents
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Distribution area 
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Maribyrnong Star Weekly Advertisement 
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Core flute # 1 – Who is Development Victoria? 

 

Core flute # 2 Background 
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Core flute # 3 Design Benefits 

 

Core flute # 4 - Masterplan 
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Core flute # 5– Height and Density 

 

 

Engagement core flute # 6 – Landscape Plan 
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Facebook - 

https://www.facebook.com/developmentvic/posts/1426619547398055?comment_id=14282775938989

17 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/developmentvic/posts/1426619547398055?comment_id=1428277593898917
https://www.facebook.com/developmentvic/posts/1426619547398055?comment_id=1428277593898917
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Project FAQ 
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Community information session photos 

 

Blackshaws Road Community Information Session: Tuesday 16 May 2017 

 

Blackshaws Road Community Information Session: Saturday 20 May 2017 
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